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Welcome to Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church
Whether you are a first-time visitor or a long-time member . . .
Whether you are new to or uncertain about this whole idea of church . . .
Whether you grew up Presbyterian or Baptist or Jewish or agnostic . . .
Whether you came with a friend or just wandered in accidentally . . .
Whether you are in search of comfort or wanting to be challenged . . .
Whatever reason brought you to worship today, you are welcome here and you have made us better
by being present with us. In the midst of a big and busy city, we are a church that takes seriously Jesus’
instructions to love God, love one another, and love our neighbors. Our worship style is traditional and
true to our Reformed heritage. At the same time, we seek to bring our faith into conversation with the
world around us and the events of our lives.
After worship, we gather in our Church House for fellowship, coffee, and cookies. Please join us. We
think you’ll find us to be a friendly and approachable group of people trying our best to live like Jesus
teaches. But if you’re looking for a perfect church, we’re not it. We don’t always get it right. Rather,
we’re a group of imperfect people who understand how much we all need grace in our lives. And we
believe that God’s love, which never gives up and never lets go, is for everyone. Including you.
There is a place for you here. We’re delighted you’ve joined us today.
								Rev. Jenny McDevitt
								Senior Pastor

Children Are Always Welcome
Your children are always welcome here at MAPC, and they are welcome to stay with you in worship.
Little ones can’t help but make a bit of noise from time to time. If it is your preference, however, on
Sunday mornings, children three and under may be taken to the Nursery on the 4th floor. The Narthex
and the Children’s Library are also available. Speakers provide audio of the service.

Membership and More Information
For those interested in exploring the possibility of membership or learning more about who we are and
what we do, we periodically host a “Tell Me More About MAPC” conversation. The next gathering
will be held January 12, 2019, at 9 am in the Phillips Lounge. RSVPs are helpful to Lissette Perez-Erazo at lgp@mapc.com.

Order of Worship
Ring out false pride in place and blood,
Ring in the valiant and the free,
The civic slander and the spite;		
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring in the love of truth and right,		
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the common love of good.		
Ring in the Christ that is to be.
—Alfred Lord Tennyson
Prelude		

			

Excerpts from Gloria, RV 589

Antonio Vivaldi
(1678-1741)

Chorus		
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 				

Glory to God in the highest.

Chorus
Et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.

And on earth peace to all those of good will.

Duet
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, 			
adoramus te, glorificamus te.			

We praise you, we bless you,
we worship you, we glorify you.

Chloe Holgate & Katherine Wessinger, soprano
Chorus
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam		
gloriam tuam.
Aria

We give you thanks for your great glory.

Domine Deus, rex coelestis, 			
Lord God, Heavenly King,
pater omnipotens.				God the Father almighty.
Katherine Wessinger, soprano

Chorus
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. 		

Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten son.

Procession of the Christ Candle 					

*Hymn 49

Once in Royal David’s City

Rev. Jenny M. McDevitt
Luke 2:1-11
Timothy D. Johnson
Irby

Descant: Stephen Cleobury (b. 1948)

* Please stand in body or in spirit. For hymns, stand when the choir stands.

Lighting of the Advent Candles			

Rev. Beverly A. Bartlett
Rev. Rebecca M. Heilman

A Responsive Prayer for Christmas Eve					
Mighty God,
Prince of Peace,
Everlasting Father,
Swaddled, crying, hungry baby:
You came when our need was greatest.
You came not in majesty but in a manger.
You came when it was dark,
		
not the friendly darkness,
			
as when sleep rescues the weary,
		
but the frightening darkness,
			
as when people lose their hope,
			
and hearts break into pieces,
			
and hatred starts to seem reasonable.
You came when the world was dark,
		
looking so much like one of us,
		
and yet calling us to be like you.
You came as light,
a kind of light we had never seen before,
		
the kind of light that made us realize,
			
perhaps for the first time,
			
just how dark the darkness had become.
Our eyes had become too adjusted,
		
and heavy hearts slowed our steps.
But on this holy night,
		
even we who have walked in darkness have seen a great light.
Mighty God,
Prince of Peace,
Everlasting Father,
Swaddled, crying, hungry baby,
born to rescue people who walk in the dark. (Silent prayer)

Christina A. Cosby

Kyrie Eleison

St. Louis
O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.

Assurance of God’s Grace			
... Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God!
*Response of Praise 					

In Dulci Jubilo

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart, and soul, and voice;
Now ye need not fear the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save!
Calls you one and calls you all to gain the everlasting hall.
Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!
*Passing the Peace				
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
And also with you.
Welcome						
					
Prayer for Illumination				
Old Testament Lesson

Genesis 1:1-5a (OT page 1)

Anthem				From Christmas Oratorio 			

J. S. Bach

(1685-1750)

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, and usher in the morning.
You shepherds shrink not with affright, but hear the angel’s warning.
This child now weak in infancy our confidence and joy shall be;
The power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making.
—Johann Rist (1607-1667)
Old Testament Lesson

					

Isaiah 9:2-7 (OT page 600)

*Hymn 41				O Come, All Ye Faithful		
Adeste Fideles
Descant: David Willcocks (1919-2015)

Gospel Lesson							
Sermon				
*Hymn 31			

Let There Be Light		

John 1:1-14 (NT page 86)
Rev. Jenny M. McDevitt

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing			

*Affirmation of Faith						

Mendelssohn
Descant: Willcocks
A Christmas Creed

We believe in Jesus Christ and the beauty of the gospel born this night in Bethlehem.
We believe in the One whose spirit glorified a little town,
			
whose spirit still brings light to all of creation.
We believe in the One the rulers of the earth ignored
		
and the proud could never understand;
			
whose life was among common people;
			
who was most welcome among the least and lowly.
We believe in the One who proclaimed the love of God to be invincible.
We believe in the One whose cradle was a mother’s arms and
			
whose bed was a feeding trough;
			
whose modest home in Nazareth had little wealth but lots of love;
			
who helped people see themselves as God saw them;
			
who lifted human weakness up to meet the strength of God.
We confess our everlasting need of God:
		
the need for forgiveness for our selfishness and greed;
		
the need of new life for weary souls;
		
the need of love for hearts grown cold.
We believe in God who gives us the best of himself.
We believe in Jesus, the Son of the living God,
		
born this night in Bethlehem, for us and for the whole world. Amen.
Pastoral Prayer		
Presenting Our Offerings to God
Offertory Anthem				

From Gloria					 Vivaldi

Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the
Dominus, tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe. Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ.
Cum sancto spiritu in gloria Dei Patris.
Amen. 				

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

*Doxology										

Cranham

What can I give him, poor as I am?
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb.
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can I give him, give my heart.
Celebration of the Lord’s Supper
The Invitation to the Table		
The Great Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
. . . who forever sing to the glory of your name:
Angels we have heard on high,
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply		
Echoing their joyous strains.		
Gloria, in excelsis Deo,		
Gloria in excelsis Deo.		

Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

. . . as we proclaim the mystery of our faith:
What child is this, who, laid to rest
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?		
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the King,		
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste, to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!		

So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come one and all, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him.
This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The Babe, the Son of Mary!

The Lord’s Prayer
. . . the way your Son, Jesus Christ, the light of the world, taught us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
		
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
		
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Words of Institution
These are the gifts of God for the people of God.
Let us keep the feast.
During Communion

Nativity Carol				

John Rutter

(b. 1945)

Born in a stable so bare, Born so long ago;
Born ‘neath light of a star He who loved us so.
Far away silent he lay, Born today, your homage pay,
For Christ was born for aye, Born on Christmas Day.
Cradled by mother so fair, Tender her lullaby;
Over her son so dear Angel hosts fill the sky.
Far away ...
Wise men from distant far land, Shepherds from starry hills
Worship this babe so rare, Hearts with warmth he fills.
Far away ...
Love in that stable was born Into our hearts to flow;
Innocent dreaming babe, Make me thy love to know.
Far away ...
				

Noël (from Six Noëls, Op. 32)		

Prayer at the Conclusion of the Meal
*Sharing the Light		

– John Rutter

Marcel Tournier

(1879-1951)

*Hymn				

Silent Night				

1. Silent night, holy night!		
All is calm, all is bright,		
Round yon virgin mother and child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,		
Sleep in heavenly peace.		

2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight,
Glories stream from heaven afar,
Heavenly hosts sing: “Alleluia;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born!”

3. Silent night, holy night!		
Son of God, love’s pure light!
		
Radiant beams from thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,		
Jesus, Lord at thy birth.		

4. Silent night, holy night!
Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.

Stille Nacht

*Prayer
*Hymn 				

Joy to the World				
Antioch
Descant: Kent Tritle (b. 1960)

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
Let earth receive her King;			
Let every heart prepare him room,		
And heaven and nature sing,			
And heaven and nature sing,			
And heaven, and heaven, and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! the Savior reigns:
Let us our songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
Nor thorns infest the ground;		
He comes to make his blessings flow		
Far as the curse is found,			
Far as the curse is found,			
Far as, far as the curse is found.		

4. He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love,
And wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

*Benediction		
You may keep your candle or place it in one of the bins at the exits.
Postlude		

		

Fugue on “Vom Himmel hoch”

Johann Pachelbel

(1653-1706)

Instrumentalists
Cyrus Beroukhim & Johnna Wu, violin; William Hakim, viola; Alberto Parrini, cello
Pawel Knapik, bass; Alexandra Von der Embse, oboe; Theodore Van Dyck, trumpet
Jacqueline Kerrod, harp

The Christmas Decorations are given to the glory of God
by members and friends of the congregation
in loving memory of the following persons:
Marietta Bennett
Margaret U. Carlson
Elma and John S. Cole
Timothy J. Connor
Timothy J. Connor, Sr.
Jack T. Cosby
G. Graydon Curtis
Florence A. Ehlinger
Melda and Bertram Danziger
Robert Joseph DeBono
Doris and Arthur Gaebler
Dr. William P. Given
Vera Julia Gordon
Lillian and Gordon Hardy
Catherine and William Hauber
Bridget and John Haugh
Edna and Edward Henderson
Gordon Henderson
Elizabeth M. Herrold
Kenneth F. Herrold
Frank Hohmann Sr.
Virginia Hohmann
Anna K. Hoffman
Anne and Harold Hudaverdi
Christine Marie Hudaverdi
Dorothy H. Hupper
Bonnie S. Johnson
Bruce F. Jones
Dorothy B. Jones
Dr. Gerald F. Jones
Minerva E. Jones
Rosemary S. Jones

Dora and Elmer Kleinert
Sabina and Frank Latall
Mr. and Mrs. L. Hudson Leathers
Josephine McFadden
Ronald E. Nichols
John Novotny
Jane Stellwagen Polk
Florence Powell
Robert Powell
R. Neil Proffitt
Rose and George Rabstejnek
Rudolph C. Rabstejnek
The Thomas Rabstenek Family
The Rev. Dr. David H. C. Read
Patricia Gilbert Read
Marilyn and Thomas Riccardi
Evelyn Roquemore
Gloria Anne Baillie Schmitt
Dr. and Mrs. Hamilton Southworth
Esther M. and Herbert P. Stellwagen
Lillian R. Stump
Agnes and Ernest F. Sturm
Julia E. Taschereau
Parents and Grandparents of
the Tonking Family
George Vician, Jr.
Miriam Dwight Walker
Kim T. Yamaguchi
William E. Yamaguchi

You Are Invited
Thank you for spending Christmas Eve with us here at Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church. It is
our great joy to celebrate with you. We hope you will return on a Sunday morning or for any of the
events and opportunities below. There is a place for you here; we’re glad to help you discover that.
Fireside Jazz
Come enjoy a New Orleans inspired menu, a jazz trio, fire in the fireplace, and lively fellowhip in the
Church House Lobby on January 25 from 6-9 pm. This event is one of our most popular! Childcare
is available with advance reservation. The suggested donation for the evening is $40. Contact Lissette
Perez-Erazo at lgp@mapc.com for more details or to sign up.
Church Family Nights
Every month, our entire church family gathers on a Friday evening for dinner, fellowship, and a
movie. The gym is also open for kids to play. Our next Church Family Night is January 11. Contact
Lissette Perez-Erazo at lgp@mapc.com for more information and to sign up.
Tables of Eight
Beginning in late January, our Senior Pastor, Rev. Jenny McDevitt, will host dinners at the Manse
in small groups of eight. Sign up for a fun and relaxing evening with Jenny and seven other MAPC
members. More details are provided on the registration form available in the Narthex (forms will be
available beginning in early January). You can also download the form online at mapc.com and email
it to Lissette Perez-Erazo at lgp@mapc.com. All are welcome — members and non-members alike.
Service and Outreach
MAPC offers several outreach programs to the surrounding community. We house an Overnight
Shelter each night for those seeking permanent housing. We are always looking for volunteers,
including families, to host the early or late shift. Thursday Nights our Open Table ministry feeds
around 125 people. Volunteers of all ages are welcome to sign up. Both ministries create opportunities for volunteers to be in relationship with people who live a world completely different from our
own. Contact Rev. Rebecca Heilman at rmh@mapc.com for more information.
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church Day School
Did you know our Day School (ages 2-5) is ranked among the highest in the city? If you are someone you know is searching for the right place for a child get an excellent start to their education,
email Becky Simon at admissions@mapc.com for more information or to arrange a tour.
New York City Children’s Chorus
This graded choral program for children aged 4-18 in the metropolitan NYC area offers rigorous and
rewarding instruction by Mary Huff. The NYCCC is highly sought after and has performed nationally and internationally. Contact Mary Huff at mwh@mapc.com for more information.

Who Do You Say That I Am?
a sermon series about who Jesus is and why he matters today
Rev. Jenny M. McDevitt preaching

		 January 13

Jesus: Son of God

			

January 20

Jesus: Savior of the World

			

January 27

Jesus: Teacher of Old Ways, Today

			

February 3

Jesus: Hometown Prophet

			

February 10

Jesus: Compelling Leader

			

February 17

Jesus: Reversing Everything We Know

			

February 24

Jesus: Unreasonable Expectations

			

March 3

Jesus: Always Ahead of Us

Mission Statement
The mission of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church is to bring people into the transforming presence of
Jesus Christ through worship, teaching the Word, Christian nurture, and ministry in and to the world. As
Christ’s ministers, our members are striving to build a community of God’s love, justice, and mercy, trusting
God to lead us into faithfulness.

Ministry Team Staff
The Rev. Jenny M. McDevitt, Senior Pastor and Head of Staff
The Rev. Beverly A. Bartlett, Associate Pastor
Christina A. Cosby, Director of Christian Formation
Laura Graham, Director of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church Day School
The Rev. Rebecca M. Heilman, Pastoral Resident
Dr. Andrew E. Henderson, Director of Music and Organist
Mary W. Huff, Associate Director of Music and Director of the NYC Children’s Chorus
Roger S. Pierce, Jr., Director of Administration and Finance
Chesna E. Hinkley, Seminary Intern
Audrey E. Webber, Seminary Intern
The Rev. Dr. Fred R. Anderson, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. John B. Weaver, Director of Music and Organist Emeritus

