Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church
921 Madison Avenue, New York, NY 10021 212-288-8920
www.mapc.com

Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Pledge Dedication Sunday
November 19, 2017 at 9 and 11:15 am

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY
Word and Sacrament
Please silence your cellular telephones and other electronic devices.
We encourage you to begin this time of worship in silent prayer.

Prayer of Preparation
Ever-living God, before the earth was formed and even after it shall cease to be, you
are God. Break into our short span of life and show us those things that are eternal,
that we may serve your purpose in all we do, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

PRELUDE

Prelude on ‘Beach Spring’ (1996)

John Weaver
(b. 1937)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

Beverly A. Bartlett

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
I will bless the Lord at all times.
God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth.
Come, magnify the Lord with me.
Let us exalt God’s Holy name together.
In the name of God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
Let us worship God.

*Let all who are able stand.
*HYMN 555

Now Thank We All Our God

Nun danket alle Gott

CONFESSION OF SIN (unison)

Andrew D. Smothers
Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness,
our shortcomings, and our offenses against you and one another. You
alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways,
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love, in failing to love others
as we love ourselves. Have mercy upon us in your loving kindness. In
your great compassion, cleanse us from our sin. Create in us a clean
heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us. Do not cast us from
your presence, or take your Holy Spirit from us. Restore to us the joy
of your salvation and sustain us with your bountiful Spirit.
(Silence for personal confession)

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Service in G)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Pastor: … Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.

John Weaver

*GLORIA IN EXCELSIS

Weaver

*SUMMARY OF THE LAW
*PASSING THE PEACE
Pastor: Since we have been reconciled to God in Jesus Christ,
let us be reconciled to one another.
The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
People: And also with you.
Pastor: Greet one another with signs of Christ’s peace.
Please greet those around you with: “The peace of Christ be with you,”
responding, “And also with you.”

ANTHEM (11:15 am)

I Will Sing with the Spirit

John Rutter
(b. 1945)

I will sing with the spirit: Alleluia. And I will sing with the understanding also:
Alleluia.
(1 Corinthians 14:15)

T(w)een Choir & Children’s Choirs
Emily Bartlett, Greta Krueger-Baier & Margaret Macdonald, soloists

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON

Christina A. Cosby
Judges 4:1-7
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(nrsv, page 210 OT)

*PSALM 123 (Please See Insert)

Wie lieblich ist der Maien

(Following the final stanza of the psalm, children and young people are invited to come
forward, gathering around the Baptismal Font for the Lesson for Young Christians.)

LESSON FOR YOUNG CHRISTIANS &
DISMISSAL TO CHILDREN’S & YOUTH WORSHIP

Ms. Bartlett

Children’s Worship – Children preschool through 3rd grade may exit to the Phillips
Lounge.
Youth Worship – Young people 4th grade to 8th grade may exit to the Dana Chapel.
The Children & Youth return to the Sanctuary at the Doxology to participate in the rest
of the service.

EPISTLE LESSON

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
(nrsv, page 193 NT)

Mr. Smothers (9 am)
Hugo Murray (11:15 am)

GRADUAL (11:15 am)

Your Word Is a Lamp

Andrew Henderson

Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. Give me understanding
that I may live.
(Psalm 119:105, 107b)

GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 25:14-30
(nrsv, page 27 NT)

Ms. Bartlett

SERMON

“Buried Treasure is Not Treasure”

Ms. Bartlett

*HYMN 415

Come, Labor On

Ora Labora

(11:15 am)

*THE NICENE CREED
Mr. Smothers
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven
and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God
from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he
came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the
Virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into
heaven and is seated on the right hand of the Father. He will come
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Mr. Smothers

…Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH

Ms. Bartlett
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PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY ANTHEM (11:15 am)
Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence (1998)
French Carol
arr. Fred Gramann (b. 1950)
Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand;
ponder nothing earthly minded,
for with blessing in His hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,
our full homage to demand.

Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the pow’rs of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth He stood,
Lord of lords, in human vesture in the body and the blood.
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

At His feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim, with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to the Presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry,
“Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, Lord most high!”
– Liturgy of St. James (4th Century),
trans. Gerard Moultrie (1864)

*DOXOLOGY

Old Hundredth

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
(The table of our Lord Jesus Christ is open to all who are baptized. Those who do not
wish to take Communion are invited to remain seated in prayer. You are asked to join
in the responses as indicated.)

INVITATION
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

COMMUNION PRAYER
“…who forever sing to the glory of your name:”
SANCTUS

Weaver

(Communion Prayer continues) “… the mystery of faith:”
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ACCLAMATION

Weaver

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Weaver

BREAKING BREAD & SHARING THE CUP
Pastor: Gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Let us keep the feast.
DISTRIBUTION
When the pastors take their serving places, please come forward, using the center aisle,
beginning with the front row. The white bread is made from wheat; darker bread in the
center is gluten-free rice bread. The bronze chalices contain wine; the glass chalices contain
grape juice. Hold out your hands, one open palm placed on the other, and bread will be
placed in your hand. For rice bread, please take it yourself, exercising care not to touch
other pieces. You may eat the bread and move to the cup of wine to drink or dip your bread
before eating, or move to the cup of juice and dip your bread, exercising care not to touch
the liquid or cup with your fingers. Those unable to come forward will be served in their
pews. If not communing, please remain in your pew in prayer.

DURING COMMUNION
HYMN 521 (9 am)

You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

Finest Wheat

(Verses 1-3)
Please join the choir in singing the refrain when you return to your pew.

ANTHEM (11:15 am)
Soon I Will be Done

arr. William L. Dawson
(1886-1970)

Soon I will be done a-with the troubles of the world, goin’ home to live with God.
I want to meet my mother, I’m goin’ to live with God.
Soon I will be done a-with the troubles of the world, goin’ home to live with God.
No more weepin’ and a-wailin’; I’m goin’ to live with God.
Soon I will be done a-with the troubles of the world, goin’ home to live with God.
I want to meet my Jesus, I’m goin’ to live with God.
(African-American Spiritual)

Church Choir, T(w)een & Children’s Choir
CONGREGATIONAL SONG (11:15 am)
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.
Wait for the Lord, be strong, take heart!
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Text & Music Jacques Berthier,
© 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
All rights reserved. Reprinted
under OneLicense.net A-721566.

CLOSING PRAYER
*HYMN 422

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Beach Spring
Ms. Bartlett

DEDICATION OF STEWARDSHIP COMMITMENTS

Ms. Bartlett

Once you have completed your Estimate of Giving Card, bring it forward, place
it in the baptismal font, and then join us in the Parish Hall for the Stewardship
Commitment Sunday Celebration brunch.

*POSTLUDE

Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho

Fela Sowande
(1905-1987)

The flowers in the chancel are given to the glory of God
in loving memory of Esther M. Stellwagen.

Welcome! We’re glad you’ve joined us for worship today. We pray that you
experience Christ in our midst, and that his presence will sustain you in the week
ahead. We invite you to place your name and contact information on one of the
pew pads. If our pastors can assist you in some special way, indicate this in the
space provided and they will be in touch with you. If you are considering
becoming Christian or looking for a church home, our pastors would be delighted
to talk with you about it.
Have children? Children and families are always welcome in the Sanctuary to
worship. Children three and under may be taken to the Nursery on the 4th Floor
or remain with their parents. The Narthex or the Children’s Library, adjacent to
the Sanctuary, are also available for families and have speakers that provide
audio of the service.
MAPC Mission Statement
The mission of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church is to bring people into
the transforming presence of Jesus Christ through worship, teaching the Word,
Christian nurture, and ministry in and to the world. As Christ’s ministers, our
members are striving to build a community of God’s love, justice and mercy,
trusting God to lead us into faithfulness.

Pastoral Staff
The Rev. Dr. Eric O. Springsted, Interim Pastor
The Rev. Beverly A. Bartlett, Associate Pastor
The Rev. Andrew D. Smothers, Interim Associate Pastor
The Rev. Paula V. Cooper, Phillips Talbot Global Ministry Fellow (2017-2019)
Dr. Andrew E. Henderson, Director of Music & Organist
Mary W. Huff, Associate Director of Music
Christina A. Cosby, Director of Christian Formation
Laura Graham, Director of the Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church Day School
The Rev. Dr. Richard W. Shoup, Pastoral Counselor (212-628-1812)
The Rev. Dr. Fred R. Anderson, Pastor Emeritus
Dr. John B. Weaver, Director of Music & Organist Emeritus
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